Christ Congregational Churceh

Upholding the evangelical and congregational tradition of the Reformed Faith since A.D. 2010
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN DOMINIONTIDE | SEPTEMBER 27, A.D. 2026

Call to Worship

The entrance tower bell and carillon bells are rung.
Organ Prelude
1f Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee — arr. Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Minister. This is the day the LORD has made;
Answer.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

7+ The congregation shall stand for the processional hymn.

Processional Hymn 13
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

*F  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.
Opening Prayer
The Reverend Randall K. Green
T Then shall the Lector read the first lesson.
Hear the first lesson, written in Ezekiel 18, vv. 26-28, 30-32 (Pew Bible, p. 705).

hen a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it;

for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from
the wickedness he has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28 Because he
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he
shall not die.



30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord
God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you
all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why
will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord
God; so turn, and live.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer.  Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Create in Me a Clean Heart— Carl F. Mueller (1892-1982)

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, O
Lord; and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation and uphold me with Thy
free Spirit. Then will I teach transgressors Thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto Thee. Create in me a
clean heart, O God! (Psalm 51:10-13).

T The congregation shall stand for the singing of the Gloria Patri.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is
now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. Amen.

T The congregation shall sit.

Presentation of Baptismal Candidate
Larson Kay

=+ Then shall the Lector read the second lesson.
Hear the second lesson, written in Ezekiel 36, vv. 22, 25-26 (Pew Bible, p. 724).

herefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: It is not for your sake, O house of
Israel, that I am about to act, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among
the nations to which you came.
25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all
your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.
And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer.  Thanks be to God.

T The congregation shall stand for the hymn and the reading of the third lesson.

Hymn 221
Spirit of the Living God



Hear the third lesson, written Hebrews 13, vv. 20-21 (Pew Bible, p. 1010).

ow may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd
N of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 21 equip you with everything good that you
may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer.  Thanks be to God.

F  The congregation shall sit.

Sermon
Precept, Promise and Prayer

*  The congregation shall stand at the conclusion of the sermon; then shall the Lector lead The Nicene Creed.

Let us confess the Holy Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

believe in one God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who, for us men and for our
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and
was buried; and the third day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; and ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with
glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life; who proceedeth from the Father
and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who
spake by the prophets. And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

7+ All shall remain standing for the singing of the Doxology and the Baptismal Hymn following.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye, heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Baptismal Hymn 325
Jesus, Our Lord and King



T The congregation shall sit for the Sacrament of Baptism and the Prayers of the People following, each petition
ending with:

Intercessor. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever,
Answer.  Amen.

*F  The Minister shall conclude the prayers, ending with The Lord’s Prayer.

ur Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*F Then shall the congregation stand for the recessional hymn and closing prayer.

Recessional Hymn 504
Trust and Obey

A- nd now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy

Spirit be with you all, now and forevermore.
Answer.  Amen.

Organ Postlude
Rigaudon — André Campra (1660-1744)

WORSHIP LEADERS The Reverend Randall K. Green, minister; Mr. M. Todd Stracener, lector; Christ
Church Chorale; Mr. D. Clarence Lawson, organist; Mary Kathryn Stracener & Henry Springfield, acolytes.

PERMISSIONS Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition:
2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
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