Christ Congregational Churceh

Upholding the evangelical and congregational tradition of the Reformed Faith since A.D. 2010
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST | AUGUST 2, A.D. 2026

Call to Worship

The entrance tower bell and carillon bells are rung.

Organ Prelude
A Charge to Keep I Have — arr. Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Minister. This is the day the LORD has made;
Answer.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

T The congregation shall stand for the processional hymn.

Processional Hymn 4
Come, Thou Almighty King

*  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.
Opening Prayer
Mr. Sam Eppley, guest speaker
T Then shall the Lector read the first lesson.
Hear the first lesson, written in Genesis 50:15-21 (Pew Bible, p. 44).

hen Joseph's brothers (who had sold him into slavery) saw that their father was dead, they said,
“It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16 So
they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to



bl

Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”
And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when
they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you
meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept
alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer.  Thanks be to God.

F  The congregation shall stand for the singing of the Gloria Patri, the Gospel lesson and the hymn following.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning is
now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. Amen.

Hear the Gospel lesson, written in Matthew 18, vv. 21-35 (Pew Bible, pp. 823-24).

hen Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I

forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but
seventy-seven times.
“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.
25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all
that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant
released him and forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his
tellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay
what you owe.” 29 So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I
will pay you.” 30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his
tellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to
their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master summoned him and said to him, “You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33 And should not you have had
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And in anger his master delivered him to the
jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

Lector. The Gospel of the Lord.
Answer.  Praise be to Christ.

Hymn 482
I Gave My Life for Thee

*F  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.



Sermon
The Complexity of Forgiveness

T The congregation shall stand at the conclusion of the sermon; then shall the Lector lead The Nicene Creed.
Let us confess the Holy Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

believe in one God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things
visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who, for us men and for our
salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin
Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and
was buried; and the third day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; and ascended
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with
glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life; who proceedeth from the Father
and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who
spake by the prophets. And I believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge
one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life
of the world to come. Amen.

Al shall remain standing for the singing of the Doxology.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye, heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

+  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the Doxology; then shall the Prayers of the People be oftered, each
petition ending with:

Intercessor. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever,

Answer. Amen.

T The Lector shall conclude the prayers, ending with The Lord’s Prayer.

ur Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



T Then shall the congregation stand for the recessional hymn and closing prayer.

Recessional Hymn 495
A Charge to Reep [ Have

A- nd now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy

Spirit be with you all, now and forevermore.
Answer.  Amen.

Organ Postlude
Come, Thou Almighty King — arr. Gordon Young (1919-1998)

WORSHIP LEADERS Mr. Sam Eppley, guest lector and speaker; Mr. David C. Lawson, organist;
Mary Kathryn Stracener & Henry Springfield, acolytes.

PERMISSIONS Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition: 2016.
Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
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