Christ Congregational Churceh
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FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY | FEBRUARY I, A.D. 2026

Call to Worship

The entrance tower bell and carillon bells are rung,

Organ Prelude
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross — arr. Gordon Young (1919-1998)

Mnmster. 'This 1s the day the LORD has made;
Answer. Let us rejoice and be glad in it!

+ Al shall stand for the processional hymn.

Processional Hymn 573
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

7+ The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.

Opening Prayer
The Reverend Randall K. Green

F  Then shall the Lector read the first lesson.
Hear the Gospel lesson, written in Luke 16, vv. 19-31 (Pew Bible, p. 952).

here was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came
and licked his sores. 22 The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The
rich man also died and was buried, 23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and
saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have



mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I
am in anguish in this flame.” 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime
received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here,
and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed,
in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from
there to us.” 27 And he said, “Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’
29 But Abraham said, “They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.” 30 And he said,
‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” 31 He said to
him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone
should rise from the dead.”

Lector: The Gospel of the Lord.
Answer. Praise be to Christ.

+  The congregation shall stand for the Gloria Patri, the second lesson and the hymn following,

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. Amen.

=+ Then shall the Lector read the second lesson.
Hear the second lesson, written in 1 Corinthians 1, vv. 18-31 (Pew Bible, p. 952).

he word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not
God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those
who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that
are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you
are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer. Thanks be to God.

Hymn 171
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

F  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.



Sermon
The Fundamental Antithesis

T The congregation shall stand at the conclusion of the sermon; then shall the Lector lead The Nicene Creed.
Let us confess the Holy Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

believe in one God the Father Almighty; Maker of heaven and earth, and of all

things visible and invisible;
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were
made; who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was
incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the
third day he rose again, in accordance with the Scriptures; and ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, with
glory, to judge both the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life; who proceedeth from
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified; who spake by the prophets. And I believe one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and
I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

T All shall remain standing for the singing of the Doxology.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye, heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

F  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the Doxology.

Anthem
God of Field and Star— Ellen Woods Bryce, 1986

God of field and star, Lord of night and day, King of worlds afar, hear me as I pray. Teach me, Lord, to
know you are always near; everywhere I go, still your voice I hear. Lead me, Lord, lead me, Lord, to learn
you are always love: everywhere, everywhere I turn, blessings from above! Lord, to you I sing when your
works I see; Lord, to you I bring all there is of me. Lord, to you I bring all there is of me! Amen. (William
M. McElrath).

T Then shall the Prayers of the People be offered, each petition ending with:

Intercessor.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever,

Answer. Amen.
*+  The Minister shall conclude the prayers, ending with The Lord’s Prayer.

ur Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



F  The congregation shall stand for the recessional hymn and closing prayer.

Recessional Hymn 170
Beneath the Cross of fesus

nd now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forevermore.

Answer. Amen.

Organ Postlude
All My Hope on God 1s Founded — Herbert Norman Howells (1892-1983)

WORSHIP LEADERS The Reverend Randall K. Green, minister; Mr. M. Todd Stracener, lector;
Christ Church Chorale; Mr. David Lawson, organist; Mary Kathryn Stracener & Henry Springtfield, acolytes.

PERMISSIONS Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition:
2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
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