Christ Congregational Churceh

Upholding the evangelical and congregational tradition of the Reformed Faith since A.D. 2010

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT | NOVEMBER 30, A.D. 2025

Call to Worship

The entrance tower bell and carillon bells are rung,

Organ Prelude
Oh, Come, Emmanuel — arr. Wilbur Held (1914-2015)

Mmster: 'The night is far gone; the day in at hand.
Answer: Let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

F Al shall stand for the processional hymn.

Processional Hymn 72
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vv. 1-4)

+  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.

Advent Wreath Prayers
setting by Joel Raney (2012)

Chorr. Light of peace, calm our despar; Light of hope, lift us when we fall.
Laght of joy, brighten our days; Light of love, teach us your ways.

Lector: We begin the season of advent with expectant and believing hearts.
Answer. We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s Word.
Lector: During Advent we confront the darkness that so often exists around us.

Answer. We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s Word.



Lector: During Advent we confront the doubt that so often resides within us.
Answer. We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s Word.
Lector. During Advent we confront the division that so often occurs between us.
Answer. We wait upon the Lord and place our hope in God’s Word.

+  The first Advent Candle is lit.

Chorr. Light of lfe, Maker of day, gather our shadows and cast them away.
Beacon of truth, gleaming and bright, shine in our hearts, shatter our night.

+ Then shall the Lector shall read the first lesson.
Hear the first lesson, written in the book of Isaiah 2, vv. 1-5 (Pew Bible, p. 567).

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 It shall come to
pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the
highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it,
3 and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the
house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge
between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the

Lord.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer. Thanks be to God.

+  Then shall the Lector lead a responsive reading from Psalm 80, beginning with the choral antiphon:
R Restore us, O God of hosts; show us the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Lector: Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock;
Answer. thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.

Lector: Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh
Answer. stir up thy strength, and come and save us.
Lector. Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine;
Answer. and we shall be saved. R

F  The congregation shall stand for the Gloria Patri, the second lesson and the hymn following,

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen. Amen.

Hear the second lesson, written in Romans 13, vv. 11-14 (Pew Bible, p. 948).

S 7 ou know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we first believed. 12 The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then
let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.



13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
Answer. Thanks be to God.

Hymn 449
Soldiers of Christ, Arise

+  The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the hymn.

Sermon

Hope and Duty
T The congregation shall stand at the conclusion of the sermon; then shall the Lector lead The Apostles® Creed.

Let us confess the Holy Faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.

believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus

Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell. The third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into
heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

+  The congregation shall remain standing for the singing of the Doxology.

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above, ye, heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

T The congregation shall sit at the conclusion of the Doxology.

Anthem
We Await Your Holy Birth— David Lantz III (2025)

Come and become the King of kings. Come when herald angels sing. Come and become the Son of Man
on earth. We await your holy birth! Come and become Emmanuel, come into our hearts to dwell. Come
and become the Son of Man on earth. We await your holy birth! Come and become. The royal rose is
blooming amid a winter night. The tender stem of Jesse will come and bring us light! Come and become
the flesh of God. Come where mortal sinners trod. Come and become the Son of Man on earth. We
await your holy birth. Come live in me, come, set me free, come in the night, come, bring your light! The
royal rose is blooming amid a winter night. The tender stem of Jesse will come and bring us light! Come
and become the King of kings. Come when herald angels sing. Come and become the Son of Man on

earth. We await your holy birth! (Herb Frombach, 2025)
T Then shall the Prayers of the People be offered, each petition ending with:

Intercessor.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever,

Answer. Amen.



F  Then shall the Minister conclude the prayers, ending with The Lord’s Prayer.

ur Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

+  The congregation shall stand for the recessional hymn and closing prayer.

Recessional Hymn 410
The Solid Rock

nd now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all, now and forevermore.

Answer. Amen.

Organ Postlude
From Heaven Above to Earth I Come — arr. Wilbur Held (1914-2015)

WORSHIP LEADERS The Reverend Randall K. Green, minister; Mr. M. Todd Stracener, lector;
Christ Church Chorale; Mr. David Lawson, organist; Mary Kathryn Stracener & Henry Springfield, acolytes.

PERMISSIONS Scripture taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version. ESV® Text Edition:
2016. Copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers.
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